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professional staff who are hired for their 
ability to teach and inspire children in our 
community. Thanks for your support of this 
vital program!

Summer Reading 
Challenge
Our Customers rocked
the Summer Reading 
Challenge!
With generous support from the Library 

Legacy Foundation, the Library’s Summer 

Reading Challenge works to prevent “summer 

slump” for students in our community. 

There is an increasing body of research that 

indicates that months-long summer breaks 

lead to a “summer slump,” where students 

forget some of what they learned over the 

previous school year. One study found 

students can lose up to two grade levels of 

reading skills due to summer reading loss 

by the time they reach sixth grade. With 

accessible challenges, strong community 

partnerships and engaging programs, the 

Library’s Summer Reading Challenge takes 

a proactive role in making sure all students 

have the opportunity to succeed.

Just a few of the Library programs  
Library Legacy Foundation funds: 

Ready to Read
Building great learners starts 
with reading
“Too early” has no place in the formula when 
it comes to gauging the right time to begin 
nurturing children’s interest in reading. The 
Ready to Read program stresses how critical 
the years before kindergarten are for the 
development of children’s reading ability, and 
how the language and word skills a child is 
exposed to during that time period will play 
a significant role in how successful that child 
will be in school, and in life. The program 
promotes five activities that parents can do 
with their children to greatly improve their 
success: talking, singing, reading, writing and 

playing. 

Talk | Sing | Read | Write | Play
Ready to Read encourages parents and 
childcare providers to frequently talk with 
children in order to help them learn new 
words and to stimulate brain development. 
Singing improves a child’s capability to 
understand sounds within words, while 
reading together helps children become 
skilled readers. Parents are also urged to write 
out words to give children an understanding 
of letters and how they form sounds. Time 
for play is likewise important, as this is one of 
the main ways that children learn about the 
world.  

Since its inception in April 2014, the Ready 
to Read program has provided more than 
4,000 parents and childcare providers with 
free kits and training. In 2017, the program 
reached more than 6,000 parents and 
children. 600 families received in-depth 
training and a free preschool or kindergarten 
resource kit while another 800 received 
tools and tips such as the Busy Book and 

Kindergarten Skill Rings.

Planting the Seed to Read
Statistics show that when they enter 
kindergarten, nearly  
two-thirds of area students do not have the 
fundamental skills needed to learn how to 
read and write. With $2 million in support 
from donors, the Library’s “Planting a Seed to 
Read” campaign was developed to address 
this deficiency. It is part of the Library’s 
overall Early Literacy Campaign which has 
the ambitious goal of improving the essential 
literacy skills of every child in the community. 

“We know that in Lucas County, a lot of 
children are not arriving at school ready to 
learn and read, and that’s a big concern,” said 
Nancy Eames, youth services coordinator at 
the Library. 

“One of the ways we address that is to show 
parents how to teach their children so those 
children are ready to read when they start 
school. Most kids won’t start reading until 
they are five or six, but they need a good 
foundation in place well before that age.”

She added that with locations in every corner 
of the community, the Library is able to offer 
support to families and get children started 
on building a foundation in reading.

“Parents are children’s first teachers, so their 
role is very important,” Eames said. “We want 
them talking to their children, which helps 
build vocabulary. Engaging in conversations 
that expand their world knowledge is also 
very valuable. Children can gain a lot when 
parents sing to them, since singing slows 
down the words and lets the child hear the 

syllables.”  

Homework Helper
The Library Legacy Foundation funds the 
Library’s Homework Helper program. During 
the school year, personalized assistance is 
provided at 13 Library locations on two - 
three afternoons per week. Children don’t 
need to register, they just visit the friendly, 
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=  6.4 million
minutes read

= 1.6 million
minutes read

			 
 
For more information about the Library 
Legacy Foundation, contact:
Kathy Selking, Manager of Library 
Development
419.259.5123
kathy.selking@toledolibrary.org
toledolibrary.org/LLF



ANNUAL GIVING 
LEGACY LEVEL 
($5,000)
James and Patricia Appold
Buckeye Broadband
Buehrer Group
Joseph and Judith Conda
Friends of The Library
Ned Hein
Historic South Initiative
Huntington Bank
Gerald Kline Family Foundation
Kroger
Landman Goldman Foundation
Lathrop Company
LaValley Family Foundation
Mercy Health
Anonymous
Robert and Susan Savage
Craig Stough
Mary Anne Tigges

NOVELISTS LEVEL 
($3,000)
Robert Brown
William and Jean Clark Rhodes 
Foundation Trust
Tom and Gretchen Ziems

POETS LEVEL 
($2,000+)
Ken Adler
Mead Foundation
Stephen Sewell
John and Yolanda Szuch
Dorothy Tomasik

PLAYWRIGHTS LEVEL
($1,000+)
Ken and Vicki Bertka
Diana Block
Gregory Brown
Robin Echols Cooper
David Neufeld Memorial 
Foundation
Philip and Anne Gaines
Mary Hausman
ITW Foundation
Michael and Julie Mack
Patrick McCormick
Fred McDonald and Holly Sydlow
Arthur Meintzer
National Organization for 
Women

Terrence Perris
Mandar and Jyotsna Phadke
Read for Literacy
Daniel Rigal
Robert Fondessy Family Fund
Bill Sattler and Liz Allen
Searles Family Foundation
Shirley’s Gourmet Popcorn
Teamsters - Local 20
Rose Anne Wernert
Marc and Carol Williams-Young
Myra Zoll

LIBRARY LEVEL 
($500+)
Carol and William Block
Susan Brotje
CWA Local #4319
Linda Fayerweather
Carlton and Karen Fraker
Lisa Green
HBM Architects
Julie Brotje Higgins
Frank and Lynn Jacobs
James J. Jaros
Jo Kehoe
Eileen Kennedy
Allan and Suzanne Libbe
Jay and Louise Lowenstein
Wilma Lupe
James and Nancy Ravin
Julie Romanoff
Ann and Howard Rosenberg
Jesus Salas
Spitler & Williams-Young Co., 
Lpa
Lydia Steensen
TAAP UAW Local #5242
Toledo Metro Federal Credit 
Union
UAW Local 12

COMMUNITY LEVEL 
($100+)
Mary Pat Anderson
A. Otto Baumann
Beth Bean
Thomas Billings
Martha and Abraham Birnbaum
Jill Black
Emily Boening
Rey and Rosemary Boezi
Genara Bolz
Dennis and Beth Bonk
Ty Boyd

William Brannan
Dale and Judy Brimacombe
Ben and Peggy Brown
Kent Buehrer
Robert Christiansen
Robert Coburn
Eve Colloton
Ron Cooperman
Alan Corbitt
Suzette Cowell
CWA Local #4319
Fred Dannhauser
Michael Dansack
Thomas Dawson
David Engel
Nancie Entenmann
Pat and Mike Evans
Jessica Rae Farr
Finance System of Toledo
Ruthann and Jeffrey Finch
Rochelle Fleming
Foundation Steel, LLC
Robert Frisch
John Galbraith
Skip and Judy Stone Gaynor
Eva Geiringer
William and Mary Lou Gilbert
William and Mary Gray
Greater North West Ohio AFL-
CIO
Barbara Greely
Stephen Gregory
Gene Hagedorn
Shannon Hallinan
Amy Helburn
Jon Helyer
Barbara Hendel
Shelley Hoak
Thomas Holmes
Tim and Pam Horne And Family
Marjorie Hutton
Karen and William Hylan
IBEW Local Union No. 8
Insulators Local 45
John Joslin
Brian Kennedy
Mary Kennedy
Stephen J. Kennedy
Kress-Miller Family
Michael Kunkel
Laborers International Union 
Local 500
June Landry
Scott Lawrence
Marcus Ma
Jeffrey Majcher

Robert Maxwell
Sam McBane Mulford
William McDonnell
Bethany Miller
Diane Mitchum
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Sauer Fund
National Association Of Letter 
Carriers
Network for Good
Kim Nielsen
Curtis Osmun
Harsant and Roshinder Padda
Dennis and Linda Pawlecki
Paul and Barbara Peters
PNC Foundation
Nathan Podolsky
Robin Prettyman
Robin Reed
Beau Rochte
Jay and Mindy Romanoff
Amy Rosemond
Andy Roth
Cara Samuels
Judith Schreiner
Eleanore Schroeder
Sheet Metal Workers Local 33
Scott Sibley
James and Erica Silk
Donald Solomon
Brooke Stahley
David Story
Kimberly Taylor Myer
Toledo Port Council
Richard and Georgianne Torchia
UAW - 2B
UAW Local 14
UFCW Local 75
United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters & Joiners
United Steelworkers Local 1-346
UWC Investment Club
James Valiton
Tom Van Auken
Marcia Waltz
Harry Ward
Julie Westenfelder
William and Jean Clark Rhodes 
Foundation Trust
Caroline Wolfe
Rosemary Yanik
James and Barbara Yavorcik
Jordan Young
Matthew Yount
YourCause, Trustee for Chevron 
Matching Employee Funds
Rachel and Mike Zickar

“The Library Legacy Foundation (the Foundation) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation, which is a supporting organization for the Toledo Lucas 
County Library System.  The Foundation’s job is to provide funds to assist the Library in carrying out its mission. Fortunately, the Library’s 
constituency is very supportive of the Library which is one of America’s most popular and heavily used library systems. For this we can thank 
the Library administration and its dedicated staff.  The Foundation, through its Board of Directors, works to make sure that the Library can 
ably carry out its duties for the benefit of our community.  The Foundation Board consists of volunteers, using their personal time for the ben-
efit of the Library and the greater Toledo Community.  All who read this should consider being a donor to the Foundation or a volunteer in its 
many supportive activities.  See you at the Library!” - Frank Jacobs, Board President
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